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iron rolls, and made in width and strength any
size which the manufacturer required, either for
" hammering/' " raising/' " stamping/' or " spin-
ning " ; and the silver and copper were found per-
fectly united through the whole length of the metal.
The silver mountings used in this trade were, as the
term implies, made either of fine silver or of silver
with an alloy of copper, making it rather better
than standard.   The latter produced by far the
best  work,  both  as to colour and   durability;
indeed, fine silver was used only for the commonest
kinds of articles.    Being so soft it could be used
much thinner in the process of stamping.
Practically all the operations previously described
in this chapter could be employed on fused metal, but
the manufacturers of Old Sheffield Plate were imbued
with the factory spirit;  they were essentially sons of
the new business era.   They aimed at big outputs and
made their profits on a different basis from that which
satisfied the craftsmen who had wrought in real silver.
That fact accounts for the much more extensive use
of dies and for the repetition work that we find in Old
Sheffield Plate.
Our candlestick, to which we can now turn, is a
typical example. Mr, Bradbury in his book illustrates
a candlestick with an octagonal base of quite free shape,
a balustrade stem and a loose candle socket. On the
capital, which is the part of the candlestick into which
the loose socket slips, are the initials I.H., in a square
-shield. Mr. Bradbury attributes this piece, which was
and may still be in his possession, to Joseph Hancock;
and he dates it between 1755 and 1760. The candle-
"Stick before us has precisely the same baluster and the